
VANTAA 
LIGHT RAIL
On track for growth



800 m
Average distance 

between stops

25 km/h
Average speed

5–20min
Service frequency

4.30–1.30
Service hours

82 000
Passengers a day 

in 2030

19,3 km
Length

27
Pairs of stops

GROWTH  
ALONG RAILS
Vantaa keeps on growing along rails. The Ring Rail 
Line combined Vantaa and the airport as part of 
the core of the metropolis. Vantaa light rail contin-
ues this development by interconnecting Vantaa’s 
different regions more tightly together. It combines 
Hakunila and Länsimäki areas with the rail network 
and creates a direct connection to Tikkurila, Aviapo-
lis, and the airport. The rail network is the backbone 
of Vantaa, as well as an important part of the entire 
metropolitan transport system.

The light rail translates into a great leap forward as 
regards Vantaa’s growth and development. Accord-
ing to estimates, Vantaa will have over 310,000 
residents and 175,000 jobs in 2050, which means 
a growth of 95,000 new residents by 2050. New 
residential and job areas are planned from the per-
spective of the public transport system. The route of 
the light rail will form a development corridor, which 
will not only bolster the centers already located 
along the route, but also create new vital small cen-
ters with their local services along the stops.
Building of Vantaa light rail could begin as early as 
in 2024, and traffic, at the earliest, in 2028.
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KEY TO GROWING  
AND EVOLVING CITY
Vantaa’s new local master plan  
prepares for the light rail and the 
residential and workplace building it 
entails. More than 37,000 new residents 
and 30,000 jobs are expected to arise 
along the route of the light rail.

 now   2050
residents  19 900  27 900
jobs  5 400   6 600

HAKUNILA
Vantaa’s easternmost parts, Hakunila 
and Länsimäki, have plenty of space 
for infill development. The evolving 
district of Hakunila, located right 
next to the national park, will reach 
its new heyday with the rails. 



TIKKURILA
Condensing Tikkurila is a center for 
encounters and a versatile place 
to live in, situated around the third 
busiest railway station in Finland. 
During the past few years Tikkurila 
has reformed at great speed, and 
there are currently several building 
projects that will expand the center 
and increase its and its neighboring 
areas’ population to a significant 
extent in the decades to come.

 now   2050
residents  22 300  36 700
jobs  18 400   26 900

AVIAPOLIS
Aviapolis is the most attractive 
workplace area in Finland, and 
it is heading at full speed toward 
a living and versatile airport city 
thanks to its urban residential areas 
and services. The light rail runs from 
Tikkurila to Jumbo, thus creating a 
fast connection between two impor-
tant centers.  

 now   2050
residents  8 400  22 600
jobs  27 700   49 100



KEY PART OF REGIONAL 
RAIL NETWORK
Vantaa light rail supplements the metropolitan rail 
network and translates into a substantial addition to 
public transport. In the initial stage, Vantaa light rail 
will be implemented as bus trunk line 570 that start-
ed operating in the fall of 2021. The trunk line can 
accommodate around half the customers a light rail 
can, which means that, in the longer run, its service 
capacity is insufficient as the city keeps on growing.

The light rail will be connected with the rest of the 
transport system through the subway, the main 
line, the Ring Rail Line and, in the future, Helsinki’s 
expanding light rail network. In the east, the light rail 
will be connected with the subway at Mellunmäki 
station, cross the main line in Tikkurila and Aviapolis, 
and the Ring Rail Line at the airport.  

Carbon-neutral Vantaa
The light rail is a smart and clean mode of transport 
that helps reduce traffic emissions by cutting as 
many as 5,000 annual car drives per day. There-
fore, the light rail is one of Vantaa’s key focuses as 
regards reaching its 2030 carbon-neutrality goal.
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Capacity for 100,000 daily passengers

Vantaa light rail will run 21 hours per day. It will 
serve its final stop, the Helsinki-Vantaa Inter-
national Airport, non-stop during the airport’s 
busiest hours. The entire light rail route will strive 
for a high service level with 5-minute intervals 
during rush hours. 

The projected number of passengers of Vantaa 
light rail per one kilometer are as high as that of 
the Jokeri light rail. The number of daily passen-
gers is projected to rise to more than 100,000 
by 2050. The number of daily passengers will 
amount to 82,000 in 2030. 

Safe and accessible environment

When building the light rail, Vantaa will improve 
the quality of the entire street area along its 
route; lighting, accessibility, and cycle paths 
and walkways. The light rail route aims at a 

green general appearance, including grass-sur-
face rail areas. In addition, plenty of urban trees 
will be planted along the route.

The light rail will run on its own lane almost 
throughout the route, which enables it to meet its 
schedule better than busses do.   

The light rail depot is planned to be situated in 
Vaarala, between Ring Road III and Länsimäen-
tie. 

Costs 

The cost of building the light rail is estimated 
to rise to 393 million of which Vantaa’s share 
of costs is €267 million. Vantaa has proposed 
that the light rail project be included in the 
MAL-agreement, aiming to support large-scale 
infrastructure projects and to promote housing 
production, in which case the state would pay 
30% of the light rail costs. 

- - =Cost of 
building 
€393M

Cost 
of building 
for Vantaa 

€267M

State’s 
share 
€114M

Helsinki’s 
share 
€12M
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City of Vantaa is an international airport city in the 
middle of the Helsinki metropolitan area. An attractive 
city that grows fast is the fourth biggest city in 
Finland with more than 228,000 inhabitants. More 
than 10,000 companies operate in Vantaa, providing 
more than 100,000 jobs, and the fastest-growing 
business area in Finland, Aviapolis, is situated right 
next to the airport area.


